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Need: Expand After-School Opportunities for Illinois Families 

• 64% of all Illinois school-age children and youth are in families where the sole 

parent or both parents work according to the 2000 U.S. Census.  

• 31% of Caucasian, 25% of African American and Hispanic, and 21% Asian 

Pacific Islander children in working families are in self-care in the afternoon. 3 

• 41% of 8th graders are home alone 10 or more hours a week according to data 

collected from the 2000 Illinois Youth Survey.  

• Just 7% of children in rural working families attend after school programs. 

Parents of these children are more likely than parents of urban and suburban 

children to say the program their child attends is the only on available. 3 

• Only 19% of the children of single parent mothers participate in after school 

programs. 3 

• More than 18% of K-12 youth in self-care would be likely to participate in an 

after school program if one were available in their community. 3 
   
Benefits: After-School Opportunities in Illinois Cuts Crime, Boost School 

Success, Cuts Public Costs 

• Programs reduce crime and reduce risks of unhealthy and unsafe behavior by 

young people. Students in after-school programs are less likely to use drugs or 

become teen parents.  Students who spend no time in extracurricular activities are 

49% more likely to have used drugs and 37% more likely to become teen parents 

than those who spend 1 to 4 hours per week in activities. 4 

• Students in after school programs show better achievement in math, reading, and 

other subjects. 1 

• Students also show greater commitment to homework completion and greater 

engagement in class work. 1   

• After school programs are cost effective and save tax dollars. One study indicated 

that every $1 spent produced benefits to the public worth $3, even before 
counting savings in crime reduction. 2 

• 93% of Illinois parents are extremely or somewhat satisfied with the after school 

program their child attends. 3 

• Programs support family involvement in education. Parents with children in 

after-school programs have a greater participation in school activities and are 

more active in their child’s education.
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