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Violence Against Women 

 Young women, low-income women and some minorities are disproportionately victims of 

domestic violence and rape.  Women ages 20-24 are at the greatest risk of nonfatal domestic 

violence.1 

 

 Women age 24 and under suffer from the highest rates of rape.2 

 

 According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, homicide is the leading cause of death for women 

on the job, and 20% of those murders were at the hands of their partners.3 

 

 Historically, females have been most often victimized by someone they knew.4 

 

 The National Violence Against Women Survey (NVAWS) found that 17.6 percent of surveyed 

women were raped at some point in their lifetime.5 

 

 Study found that a woman’s attempt to leave her intimate partner was the precipitating factor 

in 45 percent of the murders of a woman by a man.6 

 Violence against women is primarily intimate partner violence:  64.0 percent of the women who 

reported being raped, physically assaulted, and/or stalked since age 18 were victimized by a 

current or former husband, cohabiting partner, boyfriend, or date.7 

 Nearly 5.3 million intimate partner victimizations occur among U.S. women  age 18 and older 

each year, leading to 2 million injuries and nearly 1,300 deaths.8 
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