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Overview of Violence in Chicago and Illinois 

 A total of 510 people were murdered in Chicago during 2008.  Eighty percent of these victims 
were killed by gunfire.  Nearly half were between the ages of 10 and 25, and the vast majority 
were male.1 
 

 From 1950 to 2005, the overall age-adjusted death rate in the United States declined by nearly 
45 percent, from 1,446 to 799 deaths per 100,000 people.  But the murder rate in 2005 
remained about 20 percent higher than its 1950 value.2 
 

 There were 98,611 arrests in 2008 for crime index offenses.  This is a 2.6 percent increase from 
the 96, 128 arrests reported in 2007.3 
 

 From 1995 through 2004, the City of Chicago recorded 486 domestic-violence murders.4 
 

 In 2008, there were 69,441 violent crimes (homicide, criminal sexual assault, aggravated assault 
and robbery) reported to the Illinois State Police.5 
 

 In 2008, there were 790 homicides reported to Illinois law enforcement.6 
 

 In 2008, there were 5,620 criminal sexual assault offenses reported to the Illinois State Police.7 
 

 In 2008, 79% of murders in Illinois (421 out of 530) were gun-related, 7% higher than the 
national average that year.8 
 

 Young people are disproportionately affected by gun violence in Illinois.  In 2006, youths (0-19 
years) comprised nearly 22% of all gun related deaths in Illinois.  By comparison in the United 
States 9.8% of all gun-related deaths were among youths under the age of 19.9 
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